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Appendix 15: HTML — page layout (WDD) 
HTML 5 introduces new elements used to define different areas of a web page. Elements 

implemented at Higher level are: 

 

 <header> 

 <nav> 

 <section> 

 <footer> 

 

These are implemented as shown below: 

 

Contains the page banner, often 

including a title, graphic, company 

icon or link to the home page. 

 

Contains the navigation bar/links. 

 

 

Contains the page content: 

graphics, text, sound and video. 

 

 

 

 

Contains general information, for 

example links to contact details, 

FAQs, copyright information or legal 

agreements. 

 

The following examples have been taken from the Higher Computing Science example 

website. The example website can be downloaded as a zip file from the Higher Computing 

Science page on SQA’s website. To view the full code in context, open and view the source 

code from the pages noted in each of the examples. 

  

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56924.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56924.html
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Simple page layout (study quiz page): example 1 

The example below implements a simple page, with a main element used to contain the 

page content. The content is then sub-divided using section elements: 

 

 

<header>  </header> 

 

<nav>  </nav> 

 

<main> 

 

 

 

</main> 

 

 

 

<footer>  </footer> 

 

 

 

Page layout with sub-divided content (study page): example 2 

Page content can be sub-divided into different areas using both <section> and <div> 

elements. Using both elements allows the sub-divided content to be independently styled, 

without the need to implement classes or ids: 
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The following example website uses the study page to demonstrate the above layout: 

 

 

 

<main> 

 

 

<section> 

 

</section> 

  

 

<section> 

 

</section> 

 

 

<section> 

 

</section> 

 

</main> 

 

Page layout with side-by-side content (drama page): example 3 

Page content can also be styled with CSS, to position page components side-by-side. In this 

example, the content has been sub-divided using three section elements, which are then 

controlled using float and clear CSS declarations: 

 

  



 

Version 2.1 123 

The drama page shows the area containing the form, positioned to the right of the drama text 

area using CSS.  

 

<main> — this is used to wrap around all the main  

content of the page. This is styled a light-grey colour: 

<div> — the first div is styled white and 

uses float:left and width:300px 

to implement position and size. 

 

 

 

 

<div> — the float left applied to the first 

div ensures that this area positions 

itself in line with the first. The margin 

between the two sections was created 

by pushing the left-hand edge of this 

section away from the  

left-hand edge of the page using 

margin:330px. 

 

 

 

 

<section> — the style clear:both ensures that the final section sits on a new line and 

does not overlap the two sections above. The outer edge of the section is not apparent as it 

uses styles contained within the id ‘newsArticle’ to appear the same light-grey colour as the 

main element. 


