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Website Design & Development 

Design Phase - Wireframes
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What are wireframes?

• Quick sketches / outlines of page layouts
o Show navigation and content elements

• Used in the early stages of the design phase of website 
development

Often done using 
pencil & paper
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Why are wireframes used?

•Careful design and planning is done to ensure finished sites meet 
user / client needs

•Wireframes allow agreement on best page designs before any 
significant time is spent on building pages

•Aim is to build the pages and site correctly first time, with no 
need for changes
oNo wasted time, effort or resources
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Wireframe Content

“Wireframes force teams to stay focused on the information 
architecture and structure design without getting side-tracked by 
the distraction of the visual layer” – Web Style Guide
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Wireframe Content

Shows where the main content and navigation
elements could appear

o Company logo o Search bar

o Page titles o Breadcrumbs

o Page content o Navigation menu

o Header / Footer / Sidebar o Hyperlinks

Wireframes do not display –

o Actual text or images

o Actual fonts used but may label css styles
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Good Wireframes

Should include enough detail for someone else to fully 
understand the ideas shown
o The ideas shown in wireframes may be “tested” with clients or users / personas 

before further development work is done

oDevelopment team will discuss and refine wireframes

Should be quick
o Developers should be prepared to change or replace their 

wireframes if clients or team don’t agree with plans

o Easier to throw away work that did not take a lot of time
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After wireframing …

The wireframe designs which have been selected are 
developed further

Prototyping follows wireframing
oMore detail is added about the visual elements of the page layout
oMay give a basic simulation of site navigation

Low Fidelity Prototypes
o Information about colours, headings, font, navigation, images
oDoes not use actual text content or images at this stage
oMay be tested and reviewed again before proceeding to next stage
oGives early indication of navigation and usability issues
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Low Fidelity Prototyping
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Prototyping

When Low Fidelity prototypes have been made, reviewed, and 
selected …

High Fidelity Prototyping is the next stage
o Representations of actual content are added to the prototypes

o Final colours, fonts, text, images are added

o Full visualisation of how the actual pages would look

o Can be paper based or computer based

o Will simulate site navigation

o No page code written yet at this stage

o Design will again be reviewed and tested before coding of real pages begins
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Progress to High Fidelity
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Low Fidelity vs High Fidelity
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Showing Page Elements in Wireframes
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Wireframe Elements - Page

An outline representing the browser 
window should be added

Give the page name in the title bar
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Wireframe Elements - Text

• Areas of text should be drawn with borders

• Sometimes, general headings and dummy text are used for illustration

• Section headings and descriptions help to understand the page layout
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Wireframe Elements - Media

• For images, use a box with a cross through it

• Name the image to be used

• Identify the graphics file format to be used

• For video, use a plain box

• Name the file to be used

• Identify the video file format to be used

• Represent the media window controls

• For audio, show media controls

• Name the audio file

• Identify the file format
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Wireframe Elements - Navigation

• Hyperlinks should be shown with underlining

• Naming links helps show site structure

• If breadcrumbs are used, show the page name & path

• Row of boxes for navigation bar options
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Wireframe Elements - Input

• Form inputs on wireframes should look like the elements to be used

• Show labels that will be used for elements

Text input boxes

Checkbox

Radio buttons
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Wireframe Elements - Input

Drop-down lists

List boxes

Input buttons

NOTE! Wireframes for forms should also show clearly which elements will use 

input validation, by writing a note beside each element where it is needed.
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